
THE ENTOMOLOGIST. 

SOME NEW SOUTH APRICAN NEUROPTERA. 

BY D. E. KIMAXINS. 
THE following descriptions were drawn up about ten years ago, 

during the working-out of some of the Neuroptera collected by 
Mr. R. E. Turner in  South Africa. At  the time it was intended 
tha t  they should be included in a complete list of the species of 
this group collected by  Mr. Turner. I n  the interval the specimens 
have been incorporated in the collections, and this short paper is 
presented to  validate the manuscript names. All the material is 
in  the British Museum (Natural History). 

NYRMELEONIDAE. 
Exaetoleon gen. nov. (Por?nicaleonini). 

9. Tibiae with spurs absent or indistinguishable from the sur- 
rounding bristles. Basal segment of tarsus a little shorter than 
segments two to four, and about equal to segment five. Wings 
pointed but not falcate. Posterior wings shorter than anterior. 
A number of cells between Cul and Cu2 in anterior wing divided illto 
two. An additional cross-vein between 2 8  and the anterior branch 
of 3A. Vertex of the head somewhat inflated. 

Genotype : Myrmeleon obtabilis Peringuey, 1910. 
This genus differs from Gymtzoleon Banks in the shorter posterior 

wings, and from Deljmeus Navas in  the broader wings, the division 
of the cubital cellules, and the additional cross-vein between 2A 
and 3A in the anterior wing, and from both in the greater distance 
of Cu, from the margin of the posterior wing. 

Exaetoleon obtabilis (Peringuey, 1910). 
illyrmeleon obtabilis Peringuey, 1910, Ann. S. Afr. 11!u8., 5 : 444. 

1 8, S. Africa, Cape Prov., Ceres, i.1925 (R. E. Turner). 

Formicaleon pondoensis sp. n. 

Head fulvous, an inverted V-shaped piceous band below the 
antennae, and above them a dull fuscous band. Vertex ~ i t h  a 
curved band of piceous spots. Antennae reddish yellow, annulated, 
club darker, second segment with a piceous spot externally. Pro- 
notum fulvous. with a longitudinal fuscous band on each side of a 
narrow median line, lateral margins from the base to the transverse 
suture piceous and a short piceous line between this margin and the 
median fuscous band. Meso- and metanota fulvous, with fuscous 
markings. Pleurae with a dull piceous baud. Legs yellowish, 
clothed with black and white bristles, femora tipped with piceous, 
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which colour extends over the apical dorsal half of the anterior pair. 
Tibiae tipped with piceous, anterior and median also with a band 
before the middle. Spurs reddish brown, anterior and median as 
long as four, posterior as long as three tarsal segments. Tarsi with 
the tips of the first four and the apical fourth of the fifth segment 
black. Abdomen fulvous, with obscure fuscous markings, beneath 
fuscous ; in the $ about 12 times as long, in the 9 about $ as long as 
posterior wing. Anal plates of male short, lower angle produced 
tailward in a finger, fulvous, clothed with fine white and coarser 
black bristles. Anal plates of female with black bristles and a tuft 
of whitish hair. 

Wings hyaline, renation pale, marked with fuscous. I n  anterior 
wing, an oblique fuscous streak arising from the anastomosis and 
another towards the apex of the wing over the gradate series. 
S e ~ ~ e r a l  cross-veins from the radius to the sector fringed with brown 
a t  their junction with the radius, as are also several cross-veins 
arising from Cul,, and the nrarginal furcations of many veins. I n  
the posterior wings the brown markings are largely restricted to the 
marginal furcations in the apical part of the wings. 

Length of body . . $ 48 mm. ; Q 33 mm. 
,, anterior wings . $ 31 ,, ; 9 35 ,, 
,, posterior wings . $ 31 ,, ; Q 36 ,, 

8. dfrica, Pondoland, Por t  St. John, i-iii.1924 (R. E. Turner) 
2 $, 3 9. Type $, and  paratypes in  British &~useum (Natural 
History). 

This species resembles a rather pale P. ilione Banks, b u t  differs 
in  many points, such as  : Fuscous band above antennae. Pro- 
notum with a pair of fuscous stripes separated b y  a narrow pale 
line. Basal tarsal segment not especially short (about equal to  
2 and 3). Venation not  heavily marked, spot a t  base of stigma 
very small. 

Tricholeon nigripes sp. n. 
Head ashy yellow, a shining piceous band between and sur- 

rounding the antenna1 bases, and a narrow dull band of the same 
colour on the vertex, composed of three elongate spots. Occiput 
with an obscure, piceous, transverse streak. Antennae yellowish, 
with reddish brown annulations, basal segments piceous. Pronotu~n 
ashy yellow. with a narrow black median line and nulnerous small 
black spots anteriorly. Meso- and metanota yellowish, with sinall 
black markings. A broad black stripe along the pleurae. Legs 
yellowish, anterior femur with a black apical ring and a black streak 
on its dorsal surface extending nearly to the base, median and 
posterior femora with an  apical ring and numerous black spots. 
Tibiae with a black apical ring and nunlerous tiny spots. Aaterior, 
anci to a lesser degree the median, tarsi piceous, posterior fuscous. 
The tarsal claws are straight, and, as in T. hirtellus, appear to be 
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capable of folding back upon the terminal segment like the blade of 
a pen-knife. Abdonlen ashy yellow, with pale hairs, segments with 
piceous apices and a narrow median basal streak. Segment 2 almost 
entirely pireous. Anal plates of 8 short, deep, apical margin slightly 
convex ; yellowish, apex blackish clothed with black bristles. 

Wings hyaline, shaped rather as T. hirtelle~s, but broader and 
more pointed. Anterior Banksian line distinct. Venation pale with 
brown streaks, densely hairy. In  anterior wings there are three 
brown spots along the radius, one about midway, one just before 
the stigma and one near the apex. An oblique brown streak extend- 
ing from the anastomosis to Cul,, and two parallel streaks, the inner 
the stronger, along the gradate series. Many other cross-veins 
fringed with brown. Stigma opaque, whitish. 

Anterior wing . . $ 3 0  n ~ m .  ; 9 27-33 mm. 
Posterior wing . . $ 29 ,, ; $? 27-33 ,, 

5. Africa, Pondoland, Port St. John, ix-xi .1923, 1 $, 1 ; Cape 
Prov., Ceres, iv.1923, 1 (R. E. Tusner). 

Type $, and paratypes in the British Museum (Natural History). 
This species may be separated from T .  histellus Esb.-P., as 

follows : The piceous anterior tarsi and dorsal surface of anterior 
femora. Broader, more pointed wings, particularly in the 8. 
Definite wing markings and distinct Banksian line. More numerous 
branches to Rs. Pork of 1A in posterior wing more pointed. 

Nothoerysa turneri sp. n. 

9. Head yellowish, frons and vertex shining. Antennae about 
four-fifths as long as anterior wing, piceous, except two basal seg- 
ments, which are yellowish. Prothorax about one-and-a-half times 
broader than long, anterior angles rounded. a shallow transverse 
furrow near midway ; colour yellowish, lateral margins reddish. 
Meso- and metanota yellowish, with small brown spots. Abdomen 
yellowish, with obscure brownish markings. Legs yellowish, femora 
with subapical pale brown bands. Tarsal claws with saal l  basal 
teeth. Wings elongate, with narrow rounded apices. Longit~zdinal 
veins pale yellowish, except Rs and its branches, which are brown, 
entirely so in anterior wing and only in the apical half of posterior 
wing. Anterior wing with all costal cross-veins (except those near 
the stigma) brown. Most of the veins in the distal parts of both 
wings brown, as are the following veins in anterior wing : Cross-vein 
between &I8 and Cul ; between Cul and Cu2 ; base of Cu,; 
branches of Cul ; cross-vein between ll and 2d. Stigma Ioag, pale 
yellonish. 

In anterior wing, costal cross-veins 18 : cross-veins R-Rs, 11-12 ; 
Rs-Psm, 6 ; Psin-Pscu, 8 ; branclres from Pscu to wing margin, 
11-12 ; apical 3 or 4 forked. Inner gradate series 5 ,  outer 6-7. 
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Tn posterior wing, costal cross-veins, 18-19 ; cross-veins R-Rs, 
10-11 ; Rs-Psm, 4-5 ; Psm-Pscu, 8 ; branches from Pscn to wing 
margin, 11-12, apical 3 or 4 forked. Inner gradate series 5, outer 6. 

Length of anterior wing . . 15.5 nlm. 
,, posterior wing . . 13 ,, 

Type 9, S.MT. Africa, Aus, xii.1929 (R. E. Tusner). 
This species differs from AT. zariegata (Burm.) in  i ts  smaller 

size, more rounded apices of the  wings, fewer branches of Rs,  and 
consequently fewer gradate veins. 

British Museum (K.H.), 
London, S.lV.7. 

NYMPHALIS ASTIOF,? AT STRATFORD-ON-AVON.-d perfect specimen 
of a " Camberwell Beauty" was caught in a garden in Stratford 
on July 30. It was found about 5.30 p.m. feeding on a ripe plum 
on a tree. There is a local collection made between 1880 and 1900, 
in which there is a single specimen of a " Camberwell Beanty," so 
that  also nlay have been found in or around Stratford. The present 
specimen caught this year is now in my collection.-(Rev.) ANDREW 
ALLAN ; St. James House, 61, Maidenhead Rd., Stratford-on-dvon. 

XTNPHALIS AKTIOPA IK KORTH HERTS.-A " Camberwell Beauty " 
was seen in a garden in The Broadway here on August 19, 1948, 
by a schoolboy, John Webb. It was on a hollyhock, but quickly 
flew away over a hedge. Three days earlier a lady resident in a n  
adjacent road described a butterfly which she saw three times; 
the description tallied with N .  aiztiopa, a picture of which she recog- 
nized. This was probably the same insect.-S. R. ROWDEYN; 33, 
South View, Letchworth. 

DAKACS PLEXIPPUS IN CHESHIRE.-A medical colleague, Dr. 
G. P .  Owen, has infornled me that  he saw and examined a specimen 
of the Milkweed butterfly a t  his home in the MTirral, about sixteen 
miles from Birkenhead, during the first week of August. The time 
was early evening, and the weather cold and windy. The butterfly 
was resting just inside an open window, on the frame, and seemed 
very somnolent, as it made little attempt to  struggle while being 
examined. I t s  condition, however, was very good. I t  appeared 
to h a ~ ~ e  flown in through the open window to obtain some shelter 
from the weather. Dr. Owen did not know its identity a t  the time, 
but was struck by its unusual appearance, and later recogi~ized a 
coloured photograph of Da~zaus plezippus in a nlagazisle as the 
butterfly he had seen. To coxfirm this I showed him the illustration 
of the species in South's B~itterjfies of the British Isles, and he agreed 
that this was similar to his specimen. Us~fortunately i t  was later 
liberated, so that  I h a m  been unable to confirm the ~clentification.-- 
C. J .  GOODALL, M.B., B.S. ; 17, Sasldylands Promenade, Ilorecanlbe, 
Lanes, Bugust 9 ,  1948. 
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